The purpose is to create an
equitable distribution of the tax
load. Reassessments are required
under the Consolidated County
Assessment Law 53 Pa C.S. § 8823
to be revenue neutral. This
means that the total taxes levied
by a taxing district cannot
automatically increase the year
after a reassessment, and the tax
rates are required to be adjusted
so that the total taxes levied do
not exceed the total taxes levied
in the preceding tax year.

Historically, based on data that’s
been published on other county-
wide reassessments, 1/3rd of the
property owners will seea
decrease in their taxes, 1/3rd will
stay about the same, and 1/3rd
will see an increase.

Yes. When preliminary value notices are
mailed, property owners will be provided a
telephone number that will put the owner in
touch with a person who can answer
questions about the notices. Property owners
will also have the opportunity to schedule an
informal review. Informal reviews will be
conducted by qualified staff who can review
property descriptions, make data corrections,
and discuss valuation. All informal reviews
must be completed before June 1, 2024.
Descriptive changes to a property may alter

‘the proposed market value.

All property owners will receive a Change of
Assessment Notice after informal reviews
have been completed. The owners may file an
appeal with the Board of Assessment Appeals.
If they are not satisfied with the results of
that hearing, an appeal may be made to the
Court of Common Pleas. There will be many
opportunities for property owners to provide
input.

How will the Countywide Reassessment
Impact My Taxes?

When you receive the notice of your new
assessed value, a portion of the notice will
provide an estimate of the tax impact on your
property. This estimate is based on the prior
year’s total county, municipality, and school
taxes.

Pennsylvania law requires taxing bodies to
adjust their millage in the year after a
reassessment. The estimated tax impact
provided in your notice will be approximate
and subject to the final adjustment to the
millage rates. Although most property owners
want to pay their fair share, they are naturally
concerned about whether their taxes will
increase or decrease as a result of the
countywide reassessment.
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Myth: A countywide reassessment means
that my taxes are going to increase.

NOT NECESSARILY. Based on a typical
countywide reassessment, about one-third of
the tax base will see a decrease in their tax
bills, one-third will stay the same, and
one-third will pay more. A change to an
individual’s property taxes depends on
whether the increase in the 1975 value to a
January 1, 2024 market value is more or less
than the average increase experienced in the
taxing district.

Many people mistakenly think that if their
Fair Market Value increases, then their tax bill
will increase by the same proportion. This will
not happen because all taxing districts are
required, by state law, to lower their tax
millage by the same ratio that the tax base
increased. Example: If the county's tax base
were to quadruple, then the county's millage
rate would be lowered to one-fourth.

Myth: The countywide reassessment will
provide new revenue for taxing bodies.

NOT TRUE. Pennsylvania state law requires
that after the tax base has been equalized and
brought to current market value, the millage
must be reduced in order to collect the same
revenue as collected in the previous year.
After the equalized millage is set, and if the
taxing body needs to collect additional
revenue, they may do so; however, they are
limited (by law) to the amount of additional
total revenue that may be collected from
taxpayers in the year following the county-
wide reassessment. The statutory limit for
counties, townships, and boroughs is 10%. The
statutory limit for school districts is set by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education and is
limited to the index. That index is generally
about 2%.
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